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Subsection 2.—Wage Rates and Hours for Various Classes of Labour*

Statistics of rates of wages and hours of labour have been collected for many
years by the Federal Department of Labour and are published monthly in the Labour
Gazette and in annual reports supplementary to the Labour Gazette. The first report
was issued in 1921 but the records begin, in many cases, with the year 1901. The
index numbers show the general movement of wage rates for the main industrial
groups as well as for individual industries, but these cannot be used to compare
wage rates in one industry with those in another. The statistics are average
straight-time wage rates or average straight-time piece-work earnings and do not
include overtime or other premium payments.

Tables 23 and 24 show the index numbers of wage rates by main industrial
groups and by industries. From 1930 to 1933, the trend in wage rates was down-
ward but increases have been general each year since that time. During the period
1939-52, the rise in the general average index number amounted to 163-3 p.c.

* More detailed information is given in the Department of Labour publication, Wege Rates and Hours
of Labour in Canads.

23.—Index Numbers of Wage Rates for certain Main Industrial Groups, 1943-52
(1939=100)

Nore.—Figures back to 1901 may be obtained from the Department of Labour publication, Wage Rales
and Hours of Labour in Canada, 1951. Figures for 1921-42 are given in the 1947 Year Book, p. 650.
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24.—Index Numbers of Wage Rates, by Industry, 1948-52
(1939=100)

Industry 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952»

MURING ..ccvivi ssvsrontinan swssmmssmsans SupasmaRS 50 181-9 187-6 195-9 220-4 238-7
Coal. .. L 1929 1961 200-7 217-9 240-6
Metal...........oooiiiiiiiiii e 173-1 180-8 192-0 222-5 237-1

Manufacturing................................... 205-9 217- 2 : L
Primary textile products................ - i 7~’ 2500 261~8 278~1

Cotton yarns and broad woven goods
Woollen and worsted yarn and woven goods.

Hosiery and Knit g0ods. .. ...« ... o oo 1 o3 | 2303 | 2438 | 2742 | 288
Cll::gi:n' nylon and silk textiles. . . o

Men's and boys’ suits and overcoats,
Work clothing..... ..................
Women’s and misses’ coats and suits. .




